2 / 26/73 


Mr. *‘rod Trahan 
CBS Hews 

Boar Fred, 

Your four-way discussion of our Ulorioua "seder's last night’s wisdom on this 
27 Zs one of tne more informative for the 
aiZTstarukmls a good news sonant bat to me a disap^^teontbcca^oit ® 

«11 nvnr that the best winds in the wodia are not prepared to cope with we 

oa tho «ta»a» or the dttofc to o.ltoo»to 

dishonesty. 

Or, as Uathsr said with cou.andablu honesty, tho fomat of the news c0 ^™° e ’ 

(I have thought of a way that not having your obligations con appear to 
possibilities without involving disrespect or departure from professional norms.) 

What I really have in mind is two items of fact with which you and Schorr dealt. 
1 believe fZZ ^Trenched on both and tho truth can be reported without editorial- 
ising. That With which you dealt you can understand better than A because I am not a 

lawyer and you are. 

&a I understand Miron’s claim to high principle, it is that he resists all 
compulsions in tho interest of the presidency as an institution. A nus he pretening i 
was^blic knowledge lot drop that ho had refused to testify before the grand jury. 

But £ tho same breath he eais he submit to compulsion, he SoyM 

"interrogatories.'' Wot questions but a legal document, port of a legal procedure, and 

under oath. 

This amount to saying he will comply with compulsion no Ion*; as he can control that 
to which he responds and the words with which he responds. Or, an admission that ^ 
insists on being in a position to hide whatever he may want to hiuo arid no ,- to respond 
to wS he does not want to respond. without leaving a record of Ms evasions 
or refusals to answer, for in answering interrogatories to can give any contrived reason 
tliat seems convenient for not answering. 

Lichorr camo very close to what believe oven today is some gut stuff in the few 
words he said about tho "gift." There is a difference in what *i*on said lant nigh t 
about this and what he had said earlier. I thin* tie reason none of i« u pausjt it is 
because you can't spend tho time in pur-suit of details, ilas is one of the ^ ^ 
vulnerability/ nowow orthinoas . But to soy*, as cchorr correctly Md, t^mt -.iion couia 
take his papers back is to do no more than consider taking the first haloing s op. 

But tho path is a cloar one, easy to follow to one ute .ummo where to walk. 

Easier for a lawyer but all downhill for any good reporter who understands where 
it ia to take liim. 


It is known as "Fraud." 

I moan tiiia literally, not as 


figure of speech. 


Sincerely, 


Uiiroio i.eisberg 



